ADVANCING ORGANIZATION IN AMERICA   355
common convictions on questions of general policy.
Their place is being taken by petty groups of repre-
sentatives of certain interests. The more we enlarge
the sphere of government, the more true it is that every
act of legislation enriches or ruins those who are in-
terested in some branch of industry; such persons say,
therefore, that they cannot afford to neglect legislative
proceedings. The consequence is the immense power
of the lobby, and legislation comes to be an affair of
coalition between interests to make up a majority.
If that goes on, its logical and institutional outcome must
be that the non-possessors, if united, must form the
largest interest-group, and that they will then find
that the easiest way ever yet devised to get wealth is to
hold a parliament and, by a majority vote, order that the
possessors of wealth shall give it to the non-possessors*
This program has already been proposed and adopted and
strong efforts are on foot to organize the parliamentary
groups on this basis so as to put it into action.
We have abundant facts at hand to show us, also,
that the higher the social organization is the more
delicate it is and the more it is exposed to harm upon
all sides and from slight influences. A great, com-
plicated, and delicate social organization presents a
vast array of phenomena of all kinds, many of which
are paradoxical and contradictory in their relation to
each other. The analysis of these phenomena and the
interpretation of them is the easiest thing in the world
if we go about it with a few so-called "ethical" princi-
ples; but if we approach it with any due conception of
what it is that we are trying to do, we find it the hardest
mental task ever yet cast upon mankind. We boast
of our successes in science and art; but those successes
have brought about a social organization and produced